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Furniture  of  Lincolns  from  Springfield  Home. 


s        tf        ^                                                              3    a.  o/:^ 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN'S  DRAWING  ROOM  FURNITURE —  The  fine  suite  of  the  early 
American  period,  pictured  above  at  the  left,  has  been  purchased  by  Henry  Ford  and  will  be  used  in 

'  the  fac-simile  of  the  old  Lincoln  homestead  which  he  plans  for  Springfield,  111.  Following  Lincoln  s 
death  Mrs.  Lincoln  lived  with  the  Alston  family  in  Chicago,  and  in  18&7  she  sold  her  household  ettects, 
John  Alston  buying  the  parlor  suite.  The  invoice  pictured  here  is  a  detailed  account  of  the  transac- 
tion.   It  bears  Mrs.  Lincoln's  signature  in  receipt  of  payment.                       (Photographs  from  j.  it  Boyd.) 

1  —   " 

RELICS  OF  LINCOLN 
ABOONDI  PtA. 

Historical  Society's  Collection 
Among  Most  Notable  in 
Country 


GIFT  OF  WILLIAM  POTTER 


Philadelphia,  one  of  the  richest 
cities  of  America  in  Lincolniana,  will 
join  the  Nation  today  in  celebrating 
the  121st  anniversary  of  the  birth  of 
the  martyr  President  whose  monu- 
mental career  has  proved  an  inspi- 
ration to  countless  American  boys  of 
equally  humble  birth. 

Among  the  prized  possessions  of 
several  individual  collectors'  as  well 
as  of  historical  organizations  are 
valuable  relics  of  "the  Great  Emanci- 
pator," whose  fame  continues  to  in- 
crease with  each  passing  year. 

One  of  the  most  notable  of  these 
is  on  the  second  floor  of  the  build- 
ing of  the  Historical  Society  of  Penn- 
.sylvania,  13th  and  Locust  streets.  The 
pieces  of  furniture  and  other  objects 
from  the  home  and  law  office  of 
Abraham  Lincoln  rieflect  by  their 
rugged  simplicity  the  essential  char- 
acteristics of  the  man. 

The  collection  was  presented  to  the 
society  in  1914  by  William  Potter, 
former  Ambassador  to  Italy,  and  the 
residuary  legatees  of  the  estate  of 
Louis  Clark  Vanuxem.  It  is  re- 
garded as  one  of  the  finest  of  its 
kind  and  includes  nineteen  books  of 
Lincoln's  law  library,  with  the  origi- 
nal bookcase,  a  library  table,  a 
smaller  table,  a  wardrobe,  a  bureau, 
the  chair  on  which  he  was  seated 
when  word  reached  Springfield  that 
he  had  been  nominated  for  the  presi- 
dency and  a  black  sofa  made  esi3€- 
cially  long  so  tliat  Lincoln  could 
stretch  out  on  it.  There  are  also 
six  living  room  chairs  and  one  chair 
that  he  caned  himself. 

The  sapie  year  that  the  society  was 
enriched  by  this  gift,  the-  collection 
of  the  late  Major  William  H.  Lam- 
bert, of  Gerniantown,  was  dispersed 
and  the  collection  which  went  to  the 
Historical  Society  was  said  to  be  tlie 
largest  and  most  important  in  private 
hands. 

Finger  marks  and  penciled  notes 
in  tlie  law  books  are  evidence  of  the 
long  hours  the  young  lawyer  pored 
over  them.  The  "nomination  chair" 
is  comfortable,  and  without  adorn- 
ment. The  sofa,  which  wSis  ordered 
made  by  Lincoln,  is  of  mahogany  of 
unusually  fine  quality. 

In  addition,  there  are  many  manu- 
scripts and  letters  as  well  as  playbill.'? 
of  the  theatre  on  the  night  the  | 
President  was  shot,  election  tickets 
and  photographs. 

(Illustrated  o?i  Picture  Page) 
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(Left) 

FRONT  PARLOR  IN  LINCOLN'S  SPRINGFIELD 
(ILL.)  HOME,  from  a  wood  cut  published  in  I860  in 
Frank  Leslie's  Weekly. 


ST\ATE  TO  LOSE  LINCmii.fiEIJCS? 

Newslthat  Henry  Ford  has  just  acquired  the  "original 
iumituil  of  the  Lincoln  Home"  in  Springfield  from  par- 
ties in  fell|)oro  and  intends  to  Install  it  in  the  Lincoln 
courthouse,  which  he  recently  moved  from  its  original 
.setting  at  Lincoln.  HI.,  to  the  Ford  historical  museum 
mar  Detroit,  would  be  profoundly  depressing  to  the 
people  of  this  community  and  state  were  it  not  for  the 
fact  that  over  the  long  stretch  of  years  so  much  doubt 
has  been  cast  upon  the  authenticity  of  such  relics. 

It  is  known  that  following  the  departure  of  the  Lin- 
coln family  to  "Washington,  a  great  part  of  the  furnish- 
ings of  the  home  passed  into  the  hands  of  Chicago  people 
and  was  lost  in  the  fire  of  1870.  Since  that  time  numer- 
ous pieces  of  furniture  claimed  to  have  been  in  the 
Lincoln  home  have  been  offered  to  the  state  for  purchase 
or  thrown  on  the  collectors'  market.  A  few  of  these, 
well  authenticated,  have  been  purchased  by  the  state  and 
others  have  been  donated  by  their  owners,  so  that  the 
Lincoln  home  today  has  a  number  of  the  genuine  pieces 
along  with  other  furniture  of  that  period. 

As  to  the  furniture  Mr.  Ford  acquired  from  the  Wil- 
ton brothers  of  Hillsboro,  the  other  day.  it  is  understood 
that  an  attempt  was  made  to  interest  the  state  but  due 
partly  to  the  fact  that  the  figure  named  was  considered 
e.Korbltant  the  offer  had  not  been  investigated  as  thor- 
oughly as  it  might  have  been  and  thus  the  motor  manu- 
facturer was  given  the  opportunity  to  secure  the  furni- 
ture—at a  price  which  must  have  been  well  into  five 
figures. 

If  these  relics  are  genuine— and  we  d6  not  say  they 
are  not— their  removal  to  Detroit  would  constitute  a  real 
loss  to  the  community  and  the  state.  As  has  been  well 
said,  in  the  case  of  such  traditional  treasures,  there  is 
something  tjiat  transcends  the  mere  right  of  private 
ownership.  The  logical  place  for  such  specimens  is  In 
their  native  setting,  where  their  history  and  associations 
may  continue  to  Inspire  the  citizenry  with  patriotic  pride 
iind  true  veneration  for  the  great  personages  who  have 
gone  before.  /  **)  -  ^  ^  ^ 


One  may  venerate  reason  vdthout 
forgetting  that  man  is  not  a  reason- 
able animal.  One  may  laud  the  pur- 
suit of  knowledge  w^jmout  ever  ex- 
pecting f^xqatch  with  it;  and 
other  people^xppejudices  are  cer- 
tainly objection^l^le.  Of  patience 
the  American  peop~le  has  consider- 
ably too  much.  Whatever  the  faults 
of  democracy,  it  seems  to  get  along 
■well  enough  as  compared  with  other 
<o.ais  «)£  fovemment.   If  we  were 


all  reasonable,  charitable,  tolerant, 
unprejudiced,  how  could  there  be 
any  parties?  How  many  of  us 
would  take  the  trouble  to  vote  in 
a  communi  vblessed  with  a  major- 
ity of  savE  -^ts?  Mr.  HOOVEK 
does  not  ex^  't  that  the  lofty  ideal 
to  which  he  l._ckons  can  be  attained. 
Yet,  by  practice  many  of  us  mitTht 
become  a  little  less  cocksure,  less 
inflamed  of  speech;  an<i  restraint 
and  moderation  are  as  r ''C^  ^  eded 
in  private  as  in  public  lif 


INCOLN, 
TOMB 
^NOTES 

By  H.  W.  FAY. 
Custodian 


About  700  persons  registered  at 
the  tomb  yesterday. 

The  first  persons  to  leave  their 
names  yesterday  were  E.  L.  and 
Gordon  Leisening  of  Denven,  Colo. 

Mrs.  Edward  Bogardus  of  this 
city  brought  out  friends  from  In- 
diana. 

The  four  boys  of  the  orchestra 
playing  at  the  Golden  Gate  were 
afternoon  callers.  They  showed 
great  interest  as  it  was  their  first 
visit. 

Joe  Prosperini  formerly  of  this 
city  and  now  of  Milwaukee, 
brought  out  Miss  Rosalie  Chena- 
bier  also  of  Milwaukee.  They 
showed  great  interest. 

Harry  Huth  of  Kitchner,  Ont. 
Canada  and  John  St.  John  of  Syd- 
ney, Australia  were  far  away  vis- 
itors. 

States  represented  at  the  tomb 
yesterday  were:  California,  Colo- 
rado, Illinois,  Iowa,  Kentucky, 
Maryland,  Massachusetts,  Michi- 
gan, Minnesota,  Nebraska,  New 
Mexico,  New  York,  North  Caro- 
lina, Oklahoma,  Pennsylvania, 
South  Dakota,  Texas,  Wisconsin, 
Ohia  and  District  of  Columbia. 

Mother  Monica  and  one  otherj 
sister  from  the  Ursuline  academy 
brought  out  a  group  of  their  stu- 
dents to  visit  the  tomb.  They 
were  exceedingly  interested  and 
spent  some  time  learning  about 
things  of  interest.  They  were 
Jeanne  White,  Delores  Bright,  Ei- 
leen Dempsey,  Bilba  DeSota,  Fran- 
ces Theole,  Betty  Tomazoli,  Marie 
DeSota,  Abie  Costello  and  Betty 
Marie  O'Brien. 

A  party  of  five  persons  escorted 
by  J.  M.  Drennen  of  Herrin  paid 
tribute  to  Lincoln. 

Charlotte  Howe  of  Charleston, 
S.   C,   Bertha   Smith   of  Areola, 
and  Lillian  Teal  of  Rock  Island 
were  interested  persons. 

Eugene  Reeder  of  the  Herbert 
Georg  studio  brought  out  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Strobel  of  Ramsey.  He  is 
in  the  army  service  and  expects 
soon  to  be  called  to  camp  in  the 
east. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  F.  Blaesel 
and  R.  O.  Brainerd,  all  of  this 
city  were  afternoon  guests  and 
called  at  Lincoln  lodge  to'see  the 
writer.  They  have  a  friend  in 
Wisconsin  who  needs  four  pennies 
to  complete  his  two  boards  to  1941. 

to^st  "  Ji;.   Plowgh  of  Quincy, 
was    an    afternoon    caller]  He' 
brought  in  four  pictures  11  by  14 
original  contact  prints  of  Lincoln 
shrines  in  Springfield.    They  were 
made  by  his  father  about  forty- 
five  years  ago.    The  prize  of  the 
lot  is  an  interior  view  of  Lincoln's 
home,  a  splendid  item.    There  is 
an  exterior  of  the  home,  a  very 
desirable  item  and  a  picture  of 
.the    Lincoln    tomb    with  picket 
fence  around  it.    A  view  before  it 
was  raised  twenty  feet  higher  and 
dedicated  in  1901.    Also  a  picture 
of  the  interior  of  the  tomb  show- 
ing the  stone  from  the  walls  of 
Rome,  the  pictures  of  the  ghouls, 
pictures  and  statuary  of  Lincoln. 
The    prints    show    the  negatives 
in  excellent  condition.    They  will 
be    greatly    appreciated    by  col- 
lectors   desiring    pictures    of  the 
conditions    previous   to    the  sub- 
sequent changes. 


History  Invites  ^43  to  Come  in, 
Chat  Awhile  in  Abe^s  Parlor 


V  BY  GENE  MORGAN. 

Ij  A  visitor  entered  the  carefully 
|:uarded  Lincoln  front  parlor  in  the 
Chicago  Historical  Society  museum 
ioday.  He  found  everything  in 
^pple-pie  order — as  if  Mrs.  Lincoln 
herself  had  just  supervised  its  tidy- 
ing up,  after  a  solemn  delegation 
ef  politicians  had  conferred  with 
^he  future  President  while  scatter- 
ing cigar  ashes  all  over  her  carpet. 
I  Being  the  first  outsider  ever  to 
be  permitted  to  enter  the  parlor — a 
Virtual  replica  of  the  one  in  the 
Lincoln  mansion  in  Springfield — 
the  visitor  did  not  heed  the  warn- 
ing of  the  guard,  as  the  latter  re- 
moved barriers  at  the  open  door- 
way through  which  many  thousands 
have  gazed  upon  the  historic  do- 
mestic setting. 

P  "Watch  your  step,  and  place  your 
foot  well  forward  beyond  the  door, 
aill,"  said  the  veteran  guard. 

'  Disobediently  the  stranger  took 
4  short  step  instead.  Then  things 
happened.  Alarm  bells  clanged 
Buzzers  rattled.  Guards  in  gray 
wearing  policeman's  stars  and  pack. 
i)ig  hip  artillery,  came  running 
toward  the  scene  of  the  footgear 
feux  pas. 

l      Alarm  to  Protect  Parlor. 

:  The  guard  who  was  playing  par- 
lor host  in  place  of  Mr.  and  Mrs 
Lincoln  laughed  and  dismissed  the 
grim-faced  reserves. 

;  "You  just  stepped  on  a  wire  be- 
neath the  carpet,  which  set  bells 
i;inging  all  over  the  building,"  he 
chuckled.  "It's  a  way  we  have  of 
keeping  uninvited  guests  out  of  the 
parlor." 

!  In  order  to  recover  from  the 
shock  of  being  nearly  overwhelmed 
by  modern  Lincoln  volunteers,  the 
visitor  slipped  into  a  great  rocking 
chair.  Into  this  swaying  seat  of 
comfort  had  sunk  the  towering  form 
of  Abraham  Lincoln,  the  lawyer 
and  defeated  candidate  for  U.S. 
senator,  when  a  delegation  of  East- 
ern civic  leaders  visited  Springfield 
and  pledged  him  their  support  if 
h;'e  would  run  for  President. 

]■  As  the  modern  visitor  looked 
around  the  small  room,  full  of  gen- 
uine articles  from  the  Lincoln  l:ome, 
the  guard  reminded  him  that  to- 
morrow, Lincoln's  birthday,  the 
museum  will  display  a^  best  adv  in- 
tage  a  collection  of  relics  and 
mementos  of  the  great  emancipator, 
said  to  be  one  of  the  nation's  finest. 
Outstanding  in  the  display,  which 
ranges  from  Lincoln's  gray-brown 
wool  shawl  to  Mrs.  Lincoln's  White 
House  piano,  from  the  actual  bed 
on  which  he  died  to  the  Lincoln's 
family  church  pew,  is  a  newly  ac- 
quired portrait  of  the  great  war 
^ieftain. 

Oil  by  William  Schwill. 
It  is  an  oil  by  William  Schwill, 
executed  within  recent  years,  and 
which  is  a  new  interpretation  of 
Lincoln  as  he  looked  before  he  wore 
a  beard,  and  before  the  worry  lines 


of  presidency  had  etched  his  sad. 
dened  features. 

"Yes,  that  footstool  is  the  same 
one  on  which  Lincoln  placed  his 
slippered  feet  when  he  sat  in  the 
chair — and  we've  got  the  slippers 
in  a  showcase,"  said  the  guard 
"Look  around  you.  It's  your  first 
and  last  chance.  But  don't  rest  your 
head  against  the  tidy  on  the  back 
of  the  chair.  That  whatnot  there 
holds  Mrs.  Lincoln's  walnut  work 
box. — Say,  look  here!  She  was 
mighty  particular  about  the  things 
in  this  parlor,  and  I'd  advise  you 
not  to  touch  anything. 

"There's  the  identical  iron- 
framed  fireplace,  and  above  it 
candelabra  and  oval  portraits  of 
George  and  Martha  Washington 
from  the  original  parlor.  In  the  cor- 
ner is  a  peacock  feather  duster, 
which  Mrs.  Lincoln  found,  no  doubt, 
stirred  up  more  dust  than  it  col 
lected.  That  horsehair  sofa,  the  wax 
flowers  under  glass,  all  the  other 
furnishings  even  to  the  conch  shells 
on  the  other  whatnot  are  former 
Lincoln  possessions.  Only  the  car 
pet,  lace  curtains  and  wallpaper 
are  period  types." 

Rich  Book  Collection. 
With  the  permission  of  L.  Hub- 
bard .Shattuck,  director,  the  visitor 
looked  over  a  rich  collection  of 
books,  all  bearing  the  signature  of 
the  former  owner,  "A.  Lincoln." 
Here  was  a  first  edition  of  "Uncle 
Tom's  Cabin,"  which  Lincoln,  not 
a  habitual  novel  reader,  is  said  to 
have  regarded  as  one  of  the  con- 
tributory causes  of  the  Civil  War. 
Here  was  "The  Letters  of  Junius." 
Here  too  is  "The  Life  of  Daniel 
Boone"  and  a  well-used  textbook 
on  surveying. 

And  in  "The  History  of  the  Na- 
tional Political  Conventions  of 
1860,"  by  Murat  Halstead,  were 
found  unfamiliar  gems  of  Lincolnia 
humor. 

There  was  refined  gate  crashing 
at  the  Republican  national  conven- 
tion which  nominated  Lincoln  for 
President  in  Chicago's  Wigwam  in 
1860,  records  Halstead.  So  great  was 
the  pressure  for  seats  that  only 
gentlemen  who  escorted  ladies  were 
permitted  in  the  gallery.  School- 
girls earned  a  quarter  apiece  -  by 
allowing  Republican  "gents"  to  es- 
cort them  to  coveted  seats.  So  did 
a  washlady  with  a  bundle  of  laun- 
dry. 

An  Indian  woman  was  standing 
outside  the  wigwam  selling  moc- 
casins," wrote  Halstead  in  the  book, 
which  no  doubt  gave  its  celebrated 
owner  many  a  grin."  An  man  at- 
tempted to  escort  her  in.  That  was 
a  little  severe,  however.  He  was  in- 
formed that  she  was  no  lady,  and 
the  point  was  argued  with  vehe- 
mence. It  was  finally  determined 
that  a  squaw  was  not  a  lady.  The 
young  Republican  protested  indig- 
nantly, claiming  equal  rights  for  all 
womankind." 


^l■:^■^5^■^l^^H2K-^M:^-5W^^■^M:«-»2v^ 


I    Above:  The 

tW^  ».  A  G  o  -\  V.v'^l  L  V  i  v  1  -  V  ^\  -  j     Lincoln  par- 

I  lor  is  a  repro- 
I  duction  of  a 
I  room  of  the 
I  Springfield 
I  (111.)  house 
I     where  the 

!L  i  n  c  o  1  n  s 
lived  for  17 
years. 


'Home-coming^  Sought  Courier- Journal,  Feb.  12,  19 

Congressman  Wants  Lincoln  Furniture 
Returned  From  Washington  to  Illinois 

<o 

Washington,  Feb.  11  ilO—A  congressman  who 
represents  Abraham  Lincoln's  home  town  sug- 
gested today  that  "something  should  be  done  to 
put  the  relics  of  our  martyred  President  where 
they  belong." 

Representative  Mack  (D.,  III.)  said  furniture 
that  once  stood  in  Lincoln's  home  in  Springfield, 
111.,  should  be  returned  there  from  Washington. 

"On  the  other  hand,"  he  added,  "it  would  be 
appropriate  for  the  rocking  chair  Lincoln  was 


A  story  was  more  than  a  story  to  Abraham 
Lincoln — it  was  an  instrument,  Joe  Creason 
writes  on  Page  9.  A  Loulsvillian  has  a  rare  collec- 
tion of  Lincoln  Day  banquet  programs,  according 
to  a  story  on  Page  1,  Section  2. 


sitting  in  when  he  was  shot 'and  the  bed  on  which 
he  died  to  be  displayed  in  the  Washington  shrines 
where  those  tragic  events  occurred." 

The  bed  is  in  the  museum  of  the  Chicago 
Historical  Society.  The  chair  is  part  of  a  Lincoln 
collection  assembled  by  the  late  Henry  Ford  at 
Dearborn,  Mich. 

Makes  Suggestion  In  Interview 

Mack  made  his  suggestion  in  an  interview  on 
the  eve  of  Lincoln's  148th  birthday.  The  Civil 
War  President  was  born  February  12,  1809,  in  a 
log  cabin  near  Hodgenville,  Ky. 

Lincoln's  home  in  Springfield  is  a  two-story 
frame  dwelling  of  a  comfortable  size  befitting  the 
prosperous  lawyer  Lincoln  was  when  he  lived 
in  it.  The  home  has  been  reinforced  to  withstand 


the  visits  of  thousands  of  tourists.  It  also  has 
been  restored  to  its  original  appearance.  Most  of 
the  furnishings,  however,  are  reproductions. 

"Some  of  the  original  pieces,"  Mack  said, 
"are  in  Ford's  Theater,  where  Lincoln  was  shot, 
and  in  the  house  across  the  street  from  the 
theater,  where  he  died. 

"Lincoln's  furniture  is  out  of  place  in  a  house 
he  never  saw.  He  was  in  a  coma  when  he  was 
carried  there,  and  never  regained  consciousness." 

Ford's  Theater,  in  downtown  Washington,  is 
a  museum  housing,  for  the  most  part,  articles 
connected  with  Lincoln's  assassination  by  John 
Wilkes  Booth  April  14,  1865. 

Plans  To  Introduce  Bill 

An  oak  stand,  dining-room  chair,  pine  desk,  j 
and  walnut  whatnot  from  Lincoln's  Illinois  home  ' 
stand  along  a  side  wall.  There,  too,  is  a  wood-  i 
burning  stove  on  which  was  cooked  the  last  meal  i 
Lincoln  ate  before  leaving  Springfield  to  be  in- 
augurated President  in  1861. 

In  the  house  where  Lincoln  died,  purchased 
by  Congress  in  1896  for  $30,000,  are  two  horsehair 
sofas  and  a  high-back  rocking  chair  from  the 
Springfield  home. 

Mack  said  he  plans  to  introduce  a  bill  to  trans- 
fer the  furniture  to  the  State  of  Illinois  for  plac- 
ing in  Lincoln's  home.  He  said  he  didn't  know 
what  could  be  done  to  get  the  deathbed  and  rock- 
ing chair  back  to  Washington.  ' 

"Perhaps  the  Chicago  Historical  Society  and 
the  Ford  Museum  might  be  willing  to  surrender 
them  in  the  interest  of  historical  verities,"  he 
said  hopefully. 


HENRY 
FORD 

MUSEUM 


20900  Oakwood  Boulevaid 
PO  Box  1970 
Dearborn,  Ml  48121-1970 
USA 
313/271-1620 
TDD  313/271-2455 

Chairman  Emeritus 

William  Clay  Ford 

Chairman 

Sheila  Ford  Hamp 

President 

Harold  K.  Skramstad,  Jr. 

Board  of  Trustees 

Lynn  Ford  Alandt 
Joseph  E.  Antonini 
Ralph  Booth 
J.  Kermit  Campbell 
Edsel  B.  Ford  II 
William  Clay  Ford,  Jr. 
Elizabeth  Kontulis 
Richard  P.  Kughn 
Roger  S.  Penske 
Heinz  C.  Prechter 
Ronald  N.  Weiser 
Blenda  J.  Wilson 

Henry  Ford  Museum  & 
Greenfield  Village  provides 
unique  educational  experiences 
based  on  authentic  objects, 
stories,  and  lives  from 
America's  traditions  of 
ingenuity,  resourcefulness, 
and  innovation.  Our 
purpose  is  to  inspire 
people  to  learn  from  rhese 
traditions  to  help  shape 
a  better  future. 


Date:  ^^3' 
Reference  #: 


The  Lincoln  Museum 
1300  South  Clinton  St 
PO  Box  7838 

Fort  Waynbe  IN  46801-7838 


Dear 


Thank  you  for  your  recent  inquiry  to  the  Research 
Center  at  Henry  Ford  Museum  &  Greenfield  Village  On 
behalf  of  the  Research  Center,  I  am  happy  to  assist  you 
m  obtaining  information  about  the  Museum's  photographic 
paper,  and  artifact  collections  as  part  of  our  free 
reference  service. 

In  order  to  respond  to  your  request  as  quickly  as 
possible,  I  am  using  this  form  letter.  I  apologize  for 
Its  formality  and  its  brevity  but  trust  that  you  will  not 
hesitate  to  write  me  again  if  you  should  require 
additional  information.  Whenever  possible,  I  have  tried 
to  suggest  other  ways  in  which  you  might  obtain  more 
complete  information  related  to  your  request. 

For  best  service,  please  note  the  Reference  # 
(above)  in  any  future  correspondence  related  to  this 
request. 


I  am  enclosing  the  information  you  requested. 

Unfortunately,  I  could  not  identify  any 
materials  in  our  collections  relevant  to  your 
request. 

We  have  only  the  most  general  information  on 
this  topic.  I  encourage  you  to  contact  your 
local  library  to  more  conveniently  obtain 
complete  information  on  this  topic. 


(please  see  back  side  also) 


December  1,  1969 


Mr,  George  01 in 

Qiief,  Interjjrotation  §  Visitor  Services 

United  State  Department  of  the  Interior 

National  Park  Service 

National  Capital  Parks  -  Central 

1100  Oliio  Drive,  S.V/. 

Washington,  D.  C.  20242 

Dear  Mr,  Olin: 

I  regret  to  tell  you  that  we  do  not  have  a  list  of 
the  furnishings  sold  by  the  Lincolns  v^en  the  family 
left  for  V/ashington  in  1861.    In  fact,  I  doubt  if 
such  a  list  exists. 

If  anyone  could  help  you  in  the  matter  of  identify- 
ing a  mirror,  supposedly  from  the  Lincoln  home,  it 
would  be  the  Illinois  State  Historical  Library  at 
Springfield,  Illinois.    Perh^  you  should  address 
your  inquiry  to  Mr.  James  T.  Hickey,  the  Curator 
of  ti\e  Lincoln  Collection, 

Yours  sincerely. 


RGM/cvrw 


R.  Gerald  Mc^lurtry 


Drawing  Room  of  the  Lincoln  Home  at  Time  of  His  Election 


The  drawing  room  of  the  Lincoln  home,  Eighth  and  Jackson  streets,  at  the  time  of  his  election  cooied 
from  an  engravmg  In  Frank  Leslie's  Illustrated  newspaper  of  that  time.  eiecuon,  copied^ 


 .  -.   ^"T;    Hp  will  use  it  in  connection  with  his  plan 

UNCOLN'S  FURNITURE  is  purchased  by  Henry  Fo  cl.    He  vmU 
to  reproduce  the  old  Lincoln  homestead  at  Spr.n3f.eld.  lU. 


T.^cLdL^  bj^  <^W 


FRONT  PARLOR,  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN'S 

HOME,  SPRINGFIELD,  ILLINOIS  " 

prei^d '„Tv/°''"°"^  °'  '^'^  nomina.'lo^n'fot'.he  t 
This  home,  the  only  one  he  ever  owned  ■■' 

!i.V,S'o"f^»  -  ™v^:L'f."v.s:  I  POST  CARD 

home  to  the  State  of  Illinois.  g 
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3  I  i- 

Specific  Information  »  n 

f  ^  I 

Courtroom    3  S  g- 


fl 

Cg)ck  -  wood  case,  brass  wc|-ks  -  labeled  "John  Birge^  Bristol,  ^ 
C#inecticut"  -  over  100  yea»s  old,  (from  A.  Lincoln '8  Springfield  home). 

C|erk's  desk  and  stool.     U.|.,  mid-19th  century.  |] 

ae    Inkwell  with  quills       R*  ^ 

g.                                           S  g> 

o                                          <  8 

Pitcher  and  mug  -  Rockinghagl.  U.S.,  mid-19th  centurf. 

SCR  *" 

Rackingham  is  earthenware  ^th  a  mottled  brown  glazeSfeo  named  because 
pSbtery  glazed  this  way  wa J  first  made  in  Rockinghamg  England  in  the 


l®th  century.     It  was  made       many  American  Factories  from  l835  on 
h.      R^k  with  hat  and  two  umbrellas  on  wall  and  walking  |jtick. 

o  15  <» 

5.       SSb  of  five  red  chairs  -  mi|,  19th  century,  made  by  cforge  Deckman, 
M^vern,  Ohio.  f  8 


6.  m3  pewter  whale  oil  lamps. I  U.S.,  c.  18U0.  <? 

7.  T^i^  tin  candlesticks,  reprcSuctions . 


=  o 


3 


o.      tJd  jury  benches.     U.S.,  mi5-19th  century.  I- 

9.      Ji^ge's  bench  -  replica.      .,j  = 

a  3    Bible  on  table                |  a 

■3  o 

bs»  Books  of  period  on  bencS.  S 

cS  Spittoon  -  Rockingham.  SOhio,  mid-19th  century.  5 

E                                             3  g 

10.      W<|Dden  armchair  -  Windsor.  W.S.,  C.I85O.  -5 

?                                         ?  ? 


n  a  3 

11.      L^ge  table  -  walnut  with  c|erry  top.     U. S .,  mid -19th g^entury. 


9 

a. 

e 

s 


3-  SI  I 

12.      Sn^ll  stand  near  window  -  w^nut,  with  turned  legs.  |U.S.,  mid -19th 
c^tury.  I  ^ 

^  ^ 

13-      C^ner  cupboard  -  walnut  -  Sade  by  Lincoln's  father  for  Mrs.  Crawford, 
pc^sibly  with  the  assistanc|  of  his  son  A.  Lincoln.  ? 

Jc§iah  and  Elizabeth  Crawfo^  were  friends  and  neighfbrs  of  Thomas  and 
N^cy  Hanks  in  Indiana.     Li|coln  and  his  sister,  Sallie,  stayed  with 
M2^.  Crawford  upon  occasion^fter  their  mother's  dea-ffii  when  Lincoln 
wqsg  nine  years  old.     The  cu|board  was  acquired  from  lescendants  of 
tllp  Crawfords.  1^  S- 


